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SAW   LINCOLN   SHOT 


CHARLES  FRANCIS  BYRNE 
Who  played  "Captain  de  Boots"  in 
"Our  American  Cousin,"  on  April 
14,  1S65,  when  President  Lincoln  was 
shot  in  Word's  Theatre.  Mr.  Byrne 
lives  at  4929  Boudinot  st. 


RECALLS  LINCOLN'S  DEATH 


Actor  on  Stago  Fateful  Night  Lives 
Here  With  Son 

Charles  Fjaiiria.  Ifeme.  oue  of  the 
'  actors  who  took  part  in  the  presentation 
of  "Our  American  Cousin"  stood  not 
more  than  fifteen  feet  from  the  Presi- 
dential box,  in  the  Ford  Theatre,  when 
John  Wilkes  Booth  fired  the  shot  that 
ended  the  life  of  Lincoln. 

Mr.  Byrne  who  lives  with  his  son,  C. 
Thompson  Byrne,  at  4920  Boudinot  St., 
celebrated  his  eighty-third  birthday  Fri- 
day. The  memory  of  that  tragic  night 
is  firmly  imprinted  on  his  memory.  Tha 
darkened  theatre,  the  flag  draped  box, 
the  play,  then  the  shot  and  pandemon- 
ium. Booth  shouting  "Sic  Semper 
Tyrannis"  as  ne  leaped  from  the  box, 
breaking  bis  leg,  and  running  through 
the  place  making  his  escape.  All  this 
Mr.  Byrne  recalls  graphically. 

Mr.  Byrne  has  never  taken  part  in 
any  other  play  since  that  night. 
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RECALLS     SCENE     VIVIDLY 


PH1U.  ACTOR  SAW 


Charles   F.   Byrne,   79  Today, 
i:  Was  in  Cast  Night  President 
Was  Assassinated 


K&nj.&eoj[Balti:  j 
lge  only  during  the  2 
ed'in  "Our  Amer»  J 


The  few*"  Mvin*  persona  **o  were 
present  at  Ford's  Theatre,  Washing- 
ton, on  the  night  that  Abraham  Lin- 
coln was  assassinated  may  recall  the 
actor  who  played  the  part  of  Captain 
De  Boots  |n  "Our.  Am*ric*n  Cousin." 

Captain  I}e  Boots,  of  that  April 
night  in  1865  is  Charles  Francis 
Byrne,  2028  North  Eighteenth  street, 
Whose  seventy -ninth  birthday  is  today. 

, Today,  white-haired  and  crippled, 
he  sits  in  the  little  parlor  of  his  home 
and  recalls  the  time  he  played  before 
Lincoln.  He  is  one  of  the  two  sur- 
viving members  of  the  company  which 
was  playing  in  Ford's  on  April  14, 
f-  1865,  !  .-. 

Mr.^  B  j:rnej_  wji<>_  is 
inore*,  was  onxnersxa 
period  when  he  played 
lean  Cousin."  After  the  tragedy  in 
Ford's  Theatre  be  forsook  the  stage 
for"  life.  He  had  been  taken  on  to 
play, a  small  extra  part  and  in  a  short 
time  had  won  i£e  role  of  Captain 
Ete  Boots. 

I  shall  never  iorget  the  perform- 
ance at  Ford's  that  night,"  he  said 
speaking  through  his  son's  interpreta- 
tion. "Most  of  the  prominent  Govern- 
ment officials  were  in  the  theatre  and 
we  were  all  nervous,  playing  before  the 
President,  who  sat  in  one  of  the  stage 
boxes. 

When  the  assassination  occurred  I 
'as   at   the  far  end  of   the  stage.    T 

is  in  the  midst  of  a  sneech  WfreR  I 

to  startled  toy  a  revolver  shot.     Fori 

moment  there  wa^  perfect  silence  in 
the  theatre.  i 

'Then  I  saw  the  figure  of  Booth  in 
the  box.  There? was  a  struggle'  as  he 
pushed  his  wax  from  the  edge  of  the 
box.  and  Jeaped  to  the  stage.  Then  a 
wild  roar  broke  from  the ;  audience, 
many  women  shrieking  hysterically, 

"Several  'of  us .  who  were  on  the 
•tage  attempted  to  stop  Booth/  but  he 
was  too  qpick  for  us.  He  darted 
through  the  wings  and  thence  to  the 
Btreet,  where  he  rode  away  on  a  horse 
which  was  waiting  for  him.  The  whole 
'  house  was  in  an  uproar  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  cast,  fearing  that  we  would 
be  implicated, ,  gathered  in  the  wings 
and  thep  made,  for  the  street.  We  left 
Washington  as  soon  as  possible.  I 
returned  to  Baltimore  and  I  never  went 
on   the  stage  again." 


MARCH    10,    1931 


ACTOR  10  PLAYED 
FOR  LINCOLN  DIES 

C.    F.    Byrne,    Active    Here    in 

Politics,    Was    on    Stage 

Night  of  Assassination 


Career  Ends 


Charles  Francis  Byrne,  86,  one  of 
the  few  surviving  members  of  the 
cast  of  VOur  American  Cousin,"  a 
play  produced  for  the  last  time  the 
night  of  April  14,  1865,  at  Ford's 
Theatre,  Washington,  when  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  assassinated,  died  here 
at  4:20  A.  M.  today.  He  lived  with 
his  only  relative,  a  son,  Charles 
Thompson  Byrne,  at  4929  Boudinot 
street.  , 

Mr.  Byrne  was  on  the  stage  of  the 
theatre  when  the  shooting  took  place. 
He  saw  the  dying  President  taken 
from  the  theatre.  He  was  playing  the 
part  of  Captain  DeBoots,  and  was-in 
the  midst  of  a  speech  when  John 
Wilkes  Booth  fired  the  shot  'that 
killed  Lincoln. 

After  the  assassination  Mr.  Byrne 
retired  from  the  stage  and  returned 
to  Baltimore,  where  he  remained  sev- 
eral years  before  coming  to  Philadel- 
phia. Byrne  entered  the  real  estate 
and  insurance  business1  here  and  lived 
at  18th  and  Diamond  streets  for  mors 
than  twenty-three  years. 

Taking  an  active  part  in  politics, 
Mr.  Byrne  was  interested  in  reform 
movements,  and  was  allied  with  the 
Municipal  Party,  of  which  he  was 
president  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
later  was  identified  with  the  Wash- 
ington Party,  and  was  a  candidate  of 
that  party  for  Representative  in  the 
Legislature  in  1914.  He  was  defeated 
by  a  small  majority. 

He  had  been  in  general  good  health 
until  eleven  years  ago  when  he  suf- 
fered a  paralytic  stroke. 


CHARLES  FRANCIS  BYRNE 

One  of  last  survivors  of  cast  in 
play  that  Lincoln  saw  the  nigrht     j 
he    was   assassinated,    who    died     j 
here  today 
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That  was  Mr.  Byrne's  last  appear- 
ance before  the  footlights,  the  lnci- 
S  having  unnerved  hin7asuch  an 
extent  that  he  decided  to  quit  the 
stage.  He  then  engaged  in  the , real 
estate  business  here. 

Mr  Byrne  was  a  cripple  for  eleven 
years,  following  a  strode. jjrfij 
bedridden  for    fifteen    month*  before 

"He^^ursived  by  his  eon,  Charles 
Thompson  Byrne,  and  daughter 
Mary  T.  Byrne.    J _ 


n,  Charles 
ter-in-law,  J 


™HARLES   FRANCIS   BYRNE 


ACTOR  WHO  SAW 
LINCOLN  SHOT  DIES 

Charles  F.  Byrne  Was  on  Stage 

of  Ford's  Theatre  in'  Cast  of 

"Our  American  Cousin" 

WAS     CRIPPLE     11     YEARS 


Charles  Francis  Byrne,  who  was  on 
the  stage  of  Ford's  Theatre  Washing- 
ton, the  night  Abraham  *»«>»»*■* 
assassinated,  died  last  mght  at  his 
son's  home,  4929  Boudinot  st.,  after  a 
lone  illness.    He  was  eighty-six. 

On  the  night  of  April  14.  1865.  Mr. 
Byrne,  who  was  twenty,  was  playing 
"Captain  DeBoots"  In  "Our  America^ 
Cousin."  produced  before  an  audience 
of  notables  Including  President  Un- 
°°He  saw  the  President  crumple  for- 
ward in  his  chair,  and  saw  J. ohn  Wi£es 
Booth,  the  assassin,  whom  «e  ^new 
well    leap  to  the  stage  and  disappear. 

Mr.  Byrne.  describing,  the  scene 
many  times,  gave  a  vivid  account  of 

^'ffiHS  the  wing  iust  oppo- 
site,  the  President's  box  and  waageM 
ting  ready  to  enter  the  stage  when  I 
(heard  the  shot.  »h««  ww  toe  Pw- 
dent  falling  forward  in  his  chair.  Some 
one  clutched  at  a  struggling  f««urem 
the  box,  and  then  I  law  it  wm  .Booth 
whom  they  were  trying  to  hold.  He 
leaped  from  the  box  and  «•"*■." 
ran.  catching  his  foot  in  some  bunting 

^.{fe6  waTcrying  with  '&£*£* 
passed  me.  Then  I  ran  to  the  to, 
climbed  up  the  Bide  and  saw  the  Presi- 
dent with  the  blood  streaming  from 
his  wSd.  Laura  Keene,  our  leading 
lady,  wa  sat 
Ing  in  her  lap 
"After  .that  i 
theatre,  and- 1 


Laura  Keene,  our  leading 
his  "We,  his  head  rest- 1 

tPaU  of  the  actors  left  the! 
iWBU.wUtt-toemJ;  J 


CHARLES  F.  BYRNE  DIES; 
SAW  LINCOLN  MURDERED 

Former   Actor   Was   Active   In    Re- 
form Movements  Here 
*?      Charles  Francis  Byrne,  86,  former 
j»   member  of  the  cast  of  "Our  Amer- 
"7   lean  Cousin,"  a  performance  of  which 
iv  k  was  dramatically  climaxed  by  the  as- 
sassination of  Abraham  Lincoln,  died 
u    yesterday  at  his  home,  4929  Boudi- 
not   street.    He   lived    with   a   son, 
Charles  Thompson  Byrne,  his  only 
\p    survivor. 

a  i    Playing   the   role   of   Captain  De 
Boots,  Mr.  Byrne  was  in  the  midst  of 
a   speech   on   the   stage    of   Ford's 
'    Theatre,    Washington,    when    John 
.    Wilkes   Booth   fired   the    shot   that 
^    killed  Lincoln. 
■4       Following    the    assassination,    Mr. 
•\    Byrne  retired  from  the  stage.  He  en- 
tered the  real  estate  and  insurance 
*'  business  here  and  <iived  at  18th  and 
~\    Diamond    streets    for    twenty -three 
j     years. 

,        Mr.  Byrne  was  interested  in  reform 

movement  and  for  a  number  of  years 

^    was  president  of  the  Municipal  Party. 

^    He  later  became  identified  with  the 

.    Washington  Party  and  was  candidate 

ior  the  Legislature  in  1914. 
4     .  Funeral  services  will  be  held  Frl- 
^     day   afternoon   at   his   home,   with 
burial  in  Odd  Fellows  Cemetery. 


Actor  Who  Saw  Lincoln  Die 
Expires  After  Long  Illness 

Charles  Francis  Byrne,  Who  Witnessed  Assassina- 
tion When  He  Was  20,  Quit  Stage  Then  and 
Entered  Business  in  Philadelphia. 


Charles ;  Francis  Byrne,  who  as  a 
youthful  actor  of  20,  stood  on  the 
stage  of  Ford's  Theater,  Washington, 
the  night  of  April  14,  1865,  and  saw 
John  Wilkes  Booth  Mil  President  Lin- 
coln, died  yesterday  at  his  eon's  home, 
4929  Boudlnot  st.    He  was  86. 

Byrne  was  playing  the  role  of  Cap- 
tain DeBoots  in  "Our  American 
Cousin,"  before  an  audience  of  nota- 
bles, Including  the  President. 

He  was  standing  In  the  wings,  op- 
posite the  box,  In  which  sat  the  Pres- 
ident, awaiting  his  cue. 

Suddenly  he  heard  a  shot,  saw  "the 
President  crumple  In.  his  chair,  then 
saw  Booth  leap  to  the  stage  and  dis- 
appear. Byrne,  with  others,  rushed 
forward  to  the  box.  The  sight  of  blood 

PHILADELPuxia 


from  the  President's  head  filled  him 
With  horrpr,  and  he  ran. 
!  The  affair  so  unnerved  him  that 
he  left  the  stage  for  good.  He  came 
to -this  city,  where  he  entered  the 
real  estate  and  insurance  business. 
For  more  than  23  years  he  lived  at 
18th  and  Diamond  sts. 

He  was  active  In  reform  movements 
here,  and  was  allied  with  the  Mu- 
nicipal party,  of  which  he  was  presi- 
dent for  a  number  of  years.  He  later 
was  Identified  with  the  Washington 
party  and  was  a  candidate  of  that 
party  for  the  Legislature  in  1914. 

Eleven  years  ago  he  was  crippled 
by  a  stroke.  For  15  months  before 
his  death  he  was  bedridden. 

He  is  survived  by  his  son,  Charles 
Thompson  Byrne,  and  daughter-in- 
law,  Mary  T.  Byrne* 
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OBITUARY 


CHARLES  FRANCIS  BYRNE 

Philadelphian  as  Actor  Saw  Slaying: 
of  Lincoln  From  Theatre  Stage 

Charles  Francis  Byrne,  86-year-old 
Philadelphian,  who  as  an  actor  wit- 
nessed the  assassination  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  from  the  stage  of  Ford's 
Theatre,  Washington,  sixty-five  years 
ago,  died  Monday  night  at  the  home 
of  his  son  at  4929  Boudinot  street. 

Mr.  Byrne,  a  cripple  for  eleven 
years,  for  the  last  fifteen  months  had 
been  confined  to  his  bed.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  son,  Charles  Thompson 
Byrne,  and  his  daughter-in-law,  Mary 
T.  Byrne,  with  whom  he  lived. 

His  last  appearance  before  the 
footlights  was  the  night  of  April  14, 
1865,  when,  at  20,  he  played  "Captain 
De  Boots"  in  "Our  American  Cous- 
in" before  President  Lincoln  and  an 
audience  composed  of  many  persons 
prominent  in  Washington's  official 
life. 

Time  and  again  he  recalled  to  his 
children  and  to  friends  how  Lincoln 
slumped  in  his  box  and  how  John 
Wilkes  Booth,  the  assassin,  leaped  on 
to  the  stage  and  vanished  through 
the  wings. 

In  describing  the  tragedy  Mr 
Byrne  often  had  said:  "I  had  been 
in  the  wing  just  opposite  the  Presi 
dent's  box  and  was  getting  ready  to 
enter  the  stage  when  I  heard  the 
shot.  There  was  the  President  falling 
forward  in  his  chair.  Someone  clutch- 
ed at  a  struggling  figure  in  the  box, 
and  then  I  saw  it  was  Booth  they 
were  trying  to  get.  He  leaped  from 
the  box  and  fell  as  he  ran,  catching 
his  foot  in  some  bunting  on  the 
stage." 

Mr.  Byrne  left  the  stage  immedi- 
ately after  the  tragedy.  For  a  time 
he  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business 
in  Philadelphia. 
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